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DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Hello CLS friends, 

I thank you for your generous, ongoing support for our Community.  

CLS is committed to working with our local community and improving 

the quality of education available to students.  We strongly believe that 

education has the power to change people’s lives. We want to help build 

a community that values education. The educational opportunities we 

offer students and community members will have a lasting impact on 

their lives, helping them to embrace opportunities in the future. There’s 

an added benefit: our school buildings can be used by our communities 

to host social gatherings and bring different groups together. 

 

For some families, we need to do more than offer affordable education. 

We work with the local community to identify those families that are 

most in need.  We’ve supported some families to build secure housing, 

and for others, it’s about feeding their families.  

 

Unless families are able to meet their basic needs, education becomes a 

luxury that they cannot afford.  

Children are taken out of school at a young age to help work in the salt 

fields. This is very physically taxing work completed manually. We are 

committed to helping these children complete at least Grade 9. 

 

Your donation is a valued contribution towards our goal.  

 

Without your financial help, we could not continue our programs to help 

the children learn, have fun and stay healthy. 

Each time we make an improvement to our school infrastructure, we are 

able to enrich our teaching and our community engagement.You can 

donate now by visiting our websitechumkrielsupporters.com/donation/ 

 

I am pleased to have the opportunity to thank you formally on behalf of 

our staff, students and community for your valuable contributions to 

our Chumkriel Language School.   

Once again, I thank you for your interest in our work, and for your 

generous support. 

I wish you all good luck! 

Thank you. 

 

 

A RECENT SUCCESS 

Water is our life. The countryside 
surrounding Chumkriel 
Community has proven difficult 
to find water that is not tainted 
with salt.  At CLS we have our 
pond which is filled every rainy 
season but more water is always 
needed to sustain our growing 
school. The best way is to install 
water tanks to keep water from 
the rainy season to use in the dry 
season.   
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HEALTH & HYGIENE 

There are 150 students studying 

hygiene at CLS. Our Hygiene Project 

objective is to change students’ poor 

health habits to be healthy ones. The 

150 students are learning the 

importance of changing poor habits 

and they understand the health and 

hygiene lessons very well. Students 

are practicing teeth brushing, 

washing hands and eating good food 

every day. We have noticed that our 

students are not absent because of 

sickness as often when compared to 

last year.  

As part of our recycling program we 

use plastic bottles to make the stools.  

So far we have made 84 stools this 

month. We plan to make 150 stools 

to use in the library and Salt Fields. 

The lesson focus for hygiene this quarter is to review students’ 

hand washing and teeth brushing techniques. Students have learnt 

about how people use dry-pit latrines, how to build one and what 

advantages and disadvantages of dry –pit latrines are. 

We provided toothpaste and tooth brushes to 150 students. 

STUDENT ENROLMENT 

There were 109 students who came to study regularly in in this 
quarter. There were two monthly exams held and on average 66 
students passed. Two students stopped studying because their 
parents want them to study the Khmer language instead.  
 
English: Students studied Smart Phonics levels 1 & 2. Students 
write letters, words, sentences and label the parts of a tree, flower 
and dog. 

Activities: students coloured, drew pictures, made things with 

clay, searched words, found different spots, made a tree that 

talked about their personalities, and made stools out of water 

bottles. 

LIBRARY 

Enrolment 

Approximately 100 students 

liked to go to library for free 

reading and to borrow books 

when they had break time and 

free time. 

Activities undertaken 

Student used the library to 

read Khmer and English 

books. In the library they 

have group reading where the 

students summarized the 

stories read.  This helped 

students develop better 

reading comprehension. 

Borrowing 

More than 250 students came to the library and borrowed books 

to read at home in this quarter. Most of the students were 

studying at CLS but around 40 students from Chumkriel State 

School also borrowed books.  
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Book Donations 

CLS donated 435 Khmer story books and 62 dictionaries to 5 

libraries in Toek Chhuu district. 

This quarter we provided 5 reading tables and 4 bookshelves to 

Bostrabak Primary School, two bookshelves to Angprey Primary 

School, and a bookshelf to Chumkriel Primary School.  

There are 220 books will be donated to Chumkriel State School 

and Angprey State School in July.  

SALT FIELDS 

There are 25 students at the Salt Field class who understand 

about the importance of a good versus a bad environment. They 

recycled plastic bottles by making stools to use in the classroom 

and library at Salt Field School.  Student numbers from the Salt 

Fields have fluctuated over the past quarter mainly due to ill 

health, family issues or, one case, moving to another location: 

 In May Khat Mut stopped studying at the state school 
because her mother was sick and there was nobody else to 
take care of her mother and her brother and sisters. 

 In June Nham Sreyny was absent a lot as, according to her 
mother, she was sick. 

 Kong Long and Kong Lyheng were absent for long periods 
due to ongoing family health issues with alcohol. 

 Two female students who previously had good attendance 
records began attending irregularly because their mother 
moved to work in a factory in Phnom Penh as, as a widow, 
there was not enough work for her in the Saltfields.  The 
girls were left in the care of their grandmother.  

AGRICULTURE 

Since 2014 the school’s Agriculture Project had been in the capable hands 

of Sum Sony.  However, this has now changed.  Sony resumed his former 

career as a police officer in April.  Management of the project is now Youn 

Eth and Ek Khim’s joint responsibility.  Eth has worked at CLS preparing 

mulch since 2014 and Khin has been cooking meals for students since 2015.   

These two ladies have proven to be a highly capable team dedicated in their 

management in all aspects of the agriculture project.   They have planted 

bok choy, eggplant, morning glory and salad vegetables which when ready 

for harvest will provide vegetables for the soup kitchen every week. 

 

 

A RECENT SUCCESS 

We have resurfaced two 

classroom floors with good 

concrete and we have also tiled 

the principal’s office at Angprey 

Primary School. 
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ANGPREY EVENING 

SCHOOL 

168 students attended school regularly 

(104 girls) in May. Of the 154 students 

who sat for the May monthly test, 116 

students passed. The remaining 14 

students did not do the test. In June this 

number dropped to 163 students (100 

girls). There were 158 who did the exam 

which 61 students passed and 5 students 

missed the test. 

 

 

 

 

 

English: The students can write and read 

the words and make the sentences using 

the words that they have learned. 

Students can talk about their personal 

data. They also can talk about what they 

have learned in the class, and 

communicate with their friends. 

CASE NOTE: According to information 

received by phone, two sibling students 

stopped studying because they moved to 

live in Phnom Penh. Two other students 

who were happy to study at Chumkriel 

Evening School with their friend and a 6 

year old girl also stopped studying 

because her family were busy and 

couldn’t take their daughter at school in 

the night time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LITERACY ASSESSMENT PROJECT 
 

 As part of the Rotary Club of Darwin North’s three-year commitment to 
Chumkriel Language School the Literacy Assessment Project is 
conducted in July and July over a seven week period every year.  The 
Project which originally commenced in 2014 in response to the need for 
qualitative objective assessment is now in its 4th year.  The project was 
initiated by and is co-ordinated by Paul Asprey in consultation with the 
CLS Leadership Team. 
 
This year was a watershed year for the project.  Responsibility for 
conducting the program and recording the data from the assessments 
was passed over to CLS. Evening School Manager Am Dara, Assistant 
Director Keo Koun and Teacher Suon Chantha were trained in the 
assessment techniques and processes.  Am Dara and Keo Koun were 
also trained to enter the data into Excel.  Paul Asprey will continue to 
monitor, advise and train the teachers in 2018. 
  
Assessments were conducted at Chumkriel Language School and 
Angprey State Primary School.  To date in excess of 500 students have 
been assessed in reading, sight words and/or basic alphabet skills 
(letter and sound recognition). On Saturday 15 July the results of the 
2017 program were conveyed initially to the leadership team then later 
to the teachers at a professional development workshop.  The 
information and data presented covered: 

 Evening School Program Strengths (CLS & Angprey) 
 Areas of Development 
 Individual Class Reports 

  
In conjunction with the student assessment program, classroom 
observations were conducted on all teachers employed at CLS and 
Angprey Evening Schools.  This information was analysed revealing 
individual teacher strengths and areas of development.  The first 
teacher performance meetings were held on 15 July.  Mr Thy, Paul and 
the relevant teacher manager will continue to meet with all teachers in 
the following week.  The assessment and teacher performance 
information will be shared with the other pro bono education advisors 
to ensure a consistent approach to the overall development of 
Chumkriel Language School and Angprey Evening School. In 2018, the 
program will be expanded to include the Saltfields School. 

 Donations 
http://www.chumkrielsupporters.com/donation/ 

Two easy ways to make your tax deductible donation 

1. By EFT direct to our bank. (Our preferred way as no commission charges) 

2. By using your credit card through PayPal. 

100% of your received donation goes directly to CLS without any deduction or 
overhead. 

Receipts are sent immediately after donation received. 

All amounts are in Australian Dollars. For Euro donations add approx. 50% to amount 
and that will be converted by PayPal back to Euro.

 


